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CHAPTER 10:  LICENSES FOR DECK OFFICERS

A. General.

1. Additional Licenses.
As a service to mariners, RECs should tell applicants if they are eligible, as far as service
is concerned, for other licenses.  Applicants must be evaluated for each license.  The
evaluation for the additional licenses must include determining proper tonnage limitations
(if any).

Candidates Applying For: Should Consider Applying For:

Second mate Master 1600 gross tons

Master uninspected FIV

2. Radar Observer Endorsement.

a. Upgrade From Inland To Unlimited.
Anyone with Radar Observer (Inland Waters) may upgrade to Radar Observer
(Unlimited) by successfully completing a Coast Guard Approved Radar Refresher (3
day) course.  Service under the Radar Observer (Inland Waters) endorsement is not
required.  The upgrade can be made at any time after the Radar Observer (Inland
Waters) endorsement is obtained.

b. Renewing Expired Endorsements.
Anyone with an expired radar observer endorsement, regardless of the period of
expiration, may renew it at anytime by satisfactorily completing either a Coast Guard
approved Radar Refresher (3 day) course or a Coast Guard approved Radar
Recertification (1 day) course.

c. Required Endorsement.
There are two requirements in the regulations for radar observer endorsements.  One
is a training requirement to qualify for licenses, the other is a manning requirement.
They do not conflict.

(1) 46 CFR 10.401(g)(2) requires applicants complete an approved radar observer
course in order to qualify for certain deck licenses.  Once obtained, those licenses
may be renewed without a current radar observer endorsement.  The intent of
this requirement is to substitute training (qualification as radar observer) for
additional sea service called for in the Convention on Standards, Training,
Certification and Watchstanding (STCW).

(2) 46 CFR 15.815 requires licensed deck officers to hold a valid radar observer
endorsement at the following times:  when serving on inspected radar equipped
vessels of 300 gross tons or over and when serving on a towing vessel as defined
in 46 U.S.C. 8904.
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3. Able Seaman Requirements.

a. Qualification As Able Seaman.
46 CFR 10.401(g)(3) requires "qualification as an able seaman..." in order to qualify
for certain deck licenses.  Note that 46 CFR 10.401(g)(3) applies to ocean and near
coastal licenses only.  This means an applicant must have the necessary service and
pass all the required examinations for the appropriate able seaman endorsement,
including any written and practical examinations needed for lifeboatman if
lifeboatman is required for that able seaman endorsement.  (The license examination
is not a substitute for the able seaman and lifeboatman examinations.  See 16.C.12. of
this volume.)  Although applicants must meet all qualifications for the appropriate
able seaman endorsement, they are not required to add the endorsement to their
MMD.  The intent of this requirement is to substitute training (qualification as able
seaman) for additional sea service called for in the Convention on Standards,
Training, Certification and Watchstanding (STCW).

b. Service As Able Seaman.
When regulations require "service as able seaman" (46 CFR 10.414(b)), mate oceans
not more than 1600 gross tons), the applicant must hold an able seaman endorsement
while performing the service.

4. MMD Endorsements Accompanying Licenses.
46 CFR 12.02-11(d)(1) addresses issuing MMD endorsements to licensed deck officers.
Applicants who receive licenses that authorize service on vessels where MMDs are
required  (see 46 CFR 12.02-7), should be encouraged to obtain an MMD when the
license is issued.

5. Rules Of The Road Examinations.
A rules of the road examination is only required if included as part of a professional
examination, or if the applicant is increasing the scope of a license to waters covered by
the international rules and has not previously passed the combined inland and
international rules of the road module.

B. Creditable Service.

1. Simulator Training Credited as Sea Service.
Sea service credited for satisfactory completion of a Coast Guard approved shiphandling
simulator course may be credited as service at the highest license grade held at the time
the course was completed.  In order for a Great Lakes mate/pilot to have the simulator
training credited as chief mate service, the student must have at least one discharge as
chief mate.  The discharge must have been issued prior to the course convening date.
Bridge simulator courses do not satisfy the recency requirements of 46 CFR 10.202(e)
nor the six months of able seaman service required for third mate by 46 CFR
10.407(a)(1).

2. Repeating Coast Guard Approved Courses.
A shiphandling course may be repeated for credit at each license grade unless prohibited
by the course approval.
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3. Panama Canal Service.

a. Towing Vessel Service.
Personnel at the Panama Canal Commission's Marine Bureau have indicated that
their towing vessels operate on what could be considered near coastal routes
between 15-40% of the time, mostly on the Pacific side.  Applicants may be credited
with a percentage of near coastal service based on an interview or on other submitted
documentation.  All other Panama Canal service should be credited as inland service.

b. Pilot Service.
Panama Canal pilot service can be credited on a day for day basis for inland licenses
and on a three to one basis up to a maximum of 180 days toward the raise in grade of
an ocean or near coastal license.

4. Service On Inland Waters Toward Upper Level Licenses.
Service aboard vessels operating on inland waters may be credited on a two for one basis
toward unrestricted ocean licenses for a maximum of six months of the required twelve
months service for license upgrade.  This is consistent with both 46 CFR 10.211 which
allows credit for other equivalent service, and with the requirements for lower level
ocean and near coastal licenses which permit substituting inland service for up to half of
the required ocean or near coastal service.

5. Service On MODUs.
Service aboard self-propelled, dynamically positioned MODUs which are not anchored
or otherwise bottom bearing will be credited without restriction towards all grades of
unlimited deck licenses in the same manner as conventional vessels.  All other MODU
service will be credited in accordance with 46 CFR 10.211(c).

6. Credit For Academy Graduates.
Academy graduates can  qualify as third mate under 46 CFR 10.407(a)(2).  Their
academy service can therefore be considered as equivalent to the sea service requirement
for third mate (three years service in the deck department, six months of which is as able
seaman).  When an academy graduate that meets 46 CFR 10.407(a)(2), applies for other
deck licenses such as master 1600 or master of uninspected fishing industry vessels, their
academy training may be credited as three years service in the deck department, six
months of which is as able seaman.  None of it shall be considered service as a licensed
mate.  OCMIs should be cautious in crediting academy training toward licenses of not
more than 100 gross tons considering section 10.B.9.b. below.

7. Service On Military Sealift Command Vessels.
MSC's civil service personnel should present a sea service letter on MSC letterhead
which will certify the sea service time.  MSC will certify that time off for medical
reasons, training, shore and annual leave will not be indicated as sea service.

a. For fleet support or High OPTEMPO ships, day for day service for underway
periods.  Stopovers of four days or less in U.S. ports or 14 days or less in foreign
ports will be counted as sea service and credited at 100%.

b. Low OPTEMPO ships will be credited 60% of time served.
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8. Service Acquired Before July 1, 1989.
Service acquired on vessels over 1000 gross tons but not over 1600 gross tons will be
credited as service over 1600 gross tons toward unlimited deck licenses if it was
acquired before July 1, 1989.  This is because prior to the rewrite of the regulations in
1987, service on vessels over 1000 gross tons qualified applicants for unlimited tonnage
licenses.  The service will be accepted regardless of when application is made.

9. Service For Deck Licenses Of Not More Than 100 Gross Tons.

a. Proof Of Ownership And Self-Certification.
Applicants who self-certify their sea time are required to present evidence of
ownership of the vessel.  Proof of ownership may be the vessel's document, state
registration or any other form of documentation which satisfies the OCMI that the
applicant did in fact own the vessel during the period of service.  This practice is to
comply with a DOT inspector general audit recommendation that more of the
information provided by an applicant be verified.

b. Minimum And Maximum Vessel Size.
The regulations do not specify either minimum or maximum vessel size for
experience to qualify for deck licenses of not more than 100 gross tons, and it is not
reasonable to do so by policy.  Each application must be evaluated on its merit.  46
CFR 10.201(a) states that each applicant must satisfy the OCMI that he or she
possesses all the qualifications for the license.  Experience gained entirely on large
ships is not appropriate to qualify for a small tonnage license.  Likewise, experience
gained entirely on sail boards, kayaks, canoes, jet skis, etc., is also inappropriate.
However, OCMIs may accept a limited amount of experience gained on such vessels
if the applicant's overall experience demonstrates an ability to safely operate the type
of small craft envisioned by the regulations.

c. Age.
46 CFR 10.201(f)(2) requires applicants to be at least 18 years old to qualify for a
deck license of not more than 100 gross tons.  There is no minimum age for
obtaining creditable sea service.  However, section 10.201(a) requires applicants to
satisfy the OCMI that they possess all of the qualifications necessary before a license
is issued.  Therefore the age at which the majority of the service was obtained should
be part of the OCMI's evaluation.  Each application must be evaluated on its own
merit.

d. Operation Of Military Small Craft.
An applicant who has operated small craft while serving in the Armed Forces shall be
credited for such service upon documentary evidence that operation of small craft
was the applicant's primary duty during the period stated.
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C. Raises Of Grade And Endorsements.

1. Firefighting Training.
46 CFR 10.207(f) requires applicants for a raise of grade who have not met the
firefighting training requirement in section 10.205(g) to do so.  This does not apply to all
licenses, only those listed in 10.205(g).  Any mariner who has completed approved
“Firefighting (Ship)” training before December 1, 1989, does not need to attend further
firefighting training.

2. Master Of 1600 Gross Tons To Third Mate.
46 CFR 10.407(c) provides for a master with a 1600 gross ton license to qualify for third
mate any gross tons by showing one year as master of vessels over 200 gross tons.
Section 10.402(b) states that an applicant qualifying for third mate under this section
shall have a tonnage limitation placed on the license based on the applicant's qualifying
experience.

3. Master 1600 GT Upon Oceans or Near Coastal Waters To Master Any GT Upon Inland
Waters.
Mariners holding a license as Master 1600 GT Oceans or Near Coastal may apply for a
Master Any GT Inland license utilizing 46 CFR 10.435.  A tonnage limitation will be
placed on the Inland license as per 46 CFR 10.402(b) and (c).  Mariners may remove the
tonnage limitation on the Inland license by serving one year on vessels over 1600 GT.

4. Master Of 100 GT Near Coastal To Master Of 100 GT Oceans.
The regulations do not refer separately to qualifications for master 100 gross tons oceans
as they do for master 100 gross tons near coastal.  Master 100 gross tons oceans is one
of the tonnage increments that come under 46 CFR 10.424, the requirements for master
200 gross tons oceans.  Therefore, to endorse master 100 gross tons near coastal for
oceans, an applicant would have to show three years of total service, two years of which
must have been as a master, mate or equivalent supervisory position while holding a
license as master, mate or OUPV, or two years as licensed OUTV or second class
OUTV in ocean or near coastal service.  The firefighting, AB and radar observer
requirements of 10.401(g) must also be met as well as additional examination
requirements.

D. Tonnage Limitations.

1. Upper Level Licenses.
 To qualify for an ocean or near coastal license for vessels of any gross tons, all the

required service must be obtained on vessels of over 200 gross tons.  Furthermore, at
least one half of the required experience must be obtained on vessels of over 1600 gross
tons (46 CFR 10.402(a)).  If an applicant for an original or raise of grade of a license as
master or mate does not have the required service on vessels over 1600 gross tons, a
tonnage limitation is placed on the license based on the applicant's qualifying experience
(10.402(b)).  The provision made in 10.402(b) for a license issued with a tonnage
limitation is for applicants lacking experience on vessels over 1600 tons, not those
lacking experience on vessels over 200 tons. All of the service must have been on vessels
over 200 gross tons.
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2. Sail/Auxiliary Sail Licenses.

a. Vessels Not More Than 100 GT.
For Sail/Auxiliary Sail endorsements on master/mate's licenses limited to 100 gross
tons or less, consider the tonnage of all the vessels listed by the applicant, and use the
procedures outlined in 10.422 to compute the tonnage limitation.  Hence, the license
will be endorsed for steam/motor/auxiliary sail vessels with one tonnage
computation, regardless of which mode the various tonnages were acquired.

b. Vessels More Than 100 GT.
For master/mate's licenses over 100 gross tons, combine the steam and motor
tonnages, compute the sail/auxiliary sail separately, and place two endorsements with
their respective tonnage limits on the license.

3. When Qualifying Service Is On Vessels Of Five GT Or Less.
46 CFR 10.422(e) provides that master or mate licenses issued to applicants presenting
qualifying service obtained aboard vessels of five gross tons or less will be limited to
vessels of no more than 25 gross tons.  This provision is independent of the other
provisions of section 10.422.  In other words, an individual who never serves on a vessel
larger than five gross tons will not be allowed to raise their tonnage limit.  In order to
raise that tonnage limitation, a master or mate must present evidence of service obtained
aboard vessels of greater than five gross tons as follows (see 46 CFR 10.422(b)(4)):

a. An additional six months service on vessels over five gross tons will allow the
tonnage to be increased to 50 gross tons; and

b. Another six months service on vessels over five gross tons (a total of twelve months
service on vessels over five gross tons) will allow the tonnage limit to be increased to
100 gross tons.

E. Service Aboard Tank Vessels.
To serve as a person in charge of a cargo transfer operation, a licensed deck officer must
have a MMD endorsed as “Tankerman-PIC (LG)” or “(DL)” appropriate to the cargo.  The
requirements for Tankerman are listed in 46 CFR Part 13.

F. River Licenses.
The 46 CFR Part 10 final rule on licensing of maritime personnel created several river
licenses.  This section supplements the basic structure which the regulations contain on these
licenses.

1. Routes.
River licenses can be issued with three route designations; Western Rivers, Rivers other
than Western Rivers, and Rivers.

2. License Examinations.
There are three different examinations for rivers licenses; 1) Master's license authorizing
service on vessels of more than 200 gross tons, including 500, 1600, and any gross tons;
2) Mate's license authorizing service on vessels of more than 200 gross tons, and; 3)
Master or Mate on vessels of not more than 200 gross tons.  Tonnage should be
determined using the qualifying service.
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a. All three examinations will utilize the 30 question Rules of the Road module.
Because Alaskan and other rivers are governed by the COLREGS, applicants for a
Rivers route or a Rivers other than a Western Rivers route who are examined with
the Inland Rules of the Road module will have the standard COLREGS exclusion
placed on their license.

b. Master and Mate examinations will each have a General module appropriate for the
level.  All other modules utilized will be existing or new generic modules.

c. Routes will be determined by which generic navigation modules are taken.
Applicants for a Western Rivers route will take the OUTV Western Rivers
navigation problems module.  Applicants for a Rivers other then Western Rivers
route will take the navigation problems module based on the Columbia River which
is similar in scope to the Western Rivers module.  Applicants for a Rivers route will
be required to take both navigation modules.

G. Boy Scout Sea Explorer Program.
The U.S. Coast Guard/Boy Scouts of America Inspection and Certification Agreement has
been canceled.  See Chapter 1, Section P.11 of this Manual.

H. Licenses For Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (MODUs).
Holders of licenses as master, oceans, any gross tons do not have to take any additional
examinations when obtaining an endorsement as offshore installation manager (OIM).
Holders of such master licenses must however, meet the sea service requirements for the
OIM endorsement and complete the required Coast Guard approved training courses.

I. Liftboat Licenses.
These vessels are to be treated as if licensing individuals for Offshore Supply Vessels.  The
parameters for manning these type of vessels can be found in Chapter 21, Section L of this
volume.

J. T-AGOS Class Vessels.
This policy only applies to the STALWART class T-AGOS vessels, T-AGOS 1 through T-
AGOS 18.  They were originally admeasured as less than 1600 gross tons and later
readmeasured as over 1600 gross tons.  This tonnage increase prevented masters and mates
limited to 1600 gross ton vessels from continuing to serve on them.  The following policy is
intended to allow masters and mates who have served on the STALWART class T-AGOS
vessels to continue serving on them.

1. Licenses With T-AGOS Endorsements.
Licenses as master or chief mate of STALWART class T-AGOS vessels remain in effect
and may be renewed.  They may not be used to bypass any grade in the normal licensing
progression.
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2. Licenses Without T-AGOS Endorsements.
Masters and mates with 1600 ton licenses qualify for endorsements limited to
STALWART class T-AGOS vessels that allow them to serve in positions they held
before readmeasurement.  For example, a master 1600 that served as chief mate would
qualify for an endorsement as chief mate of any gross tons limited to STALWART class
T-AGOS vessels.  These endorsements will not be given to any other applicants.  Newly
hired deck officers must have an appropriate upper level license.


